
 

Dear Parents & Guardians of PFE’s 5A Math Students, 
 

 I hope this edition of the Mathety Math Mathematicians Magazine finds you well on this 
Sunday evening. (I also hope you enjoy a little bit of alliteration. J) I have had the privilege of 
working with your child in the mathematics discipline these past few weeks of school and could 
not be happier to continue learning with him or her throughout the duration of this school year. 
The purpose of the Mathety Math Mathematicians Magazine is to give you a snapshot of a day in 
the life of a Room 220 Mathematician, to communicate the expectations I have for your child, as 
well as to inform you about how you can help your fifth grader throughout this school year. 
 

What and how will my mathematician learn this school year? 
 

 Thus far this school year, we have been focusing on critical thinking skills in mathematics as 
well as place value, estimation, rounding, and addition & subtraction with decimals. This 
upcoming week we will begin our second unit of study that will mainly focus on algebraic 
expressions and equations within the fifth and sixth grade realm. In addition to these topics (There 
is nothing much better than a math pun. J), we will also be studying: 1) Multiplying & Dividing 
Whole Numbers, 2) Multiplying & Dividing Decimals, 3) Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying, & Dividing 
Fractions By Fractions & Whole Numbers, 4) Converting Measurements, 5) Exploring Volume, 6) 
Understanding The Coordinate System, & 7) Classifying Two-Dimensional Shapes. We will be quite 
busy throughout the school year, but this will help keep our minds challenged and our classes 
invigorating. 
 

 We will be using a variety of instructional models in Room 220 to learn and immerse 
ourselves in mathematics, including whole-class “math talks”, small-group discussions, group or 
partner work, and independent work. Most days we will begin class with a short “math talk” that 
serves as the day’s mini-lesson. We will then break up into groups, partnerships, or individual 
mathematicians based upon how each student is grasping different math concepts. (Note: When 
I use the term “math talks”, I am referring to a teaching strategy where students verbally share 
their ideas and reasoning about a particular math problem and/or concept while the teacher 
serves as a facilitator of the discussion.)  

 

How will I know how my mathematician is performing throughout the school year? 
 

Throughout each unit, students will be completing a variety of assignments and problems in 
their Math Journals. The Mathety Math Mathematicians computations will primarily live in these 
Math Journals, so you will have to ask your child about his or her journal periodically during the 
school year. In addition, any work we complete outside of our Math Journals will make its way 
home with your mathematician. (Note: I have not provided the students folders to bring between 
home and math this school year. Rather, I expect each and every mathematician to 
communicate to you what we are doing in Room 220 by showing his or her Math Journal to you 
as well as the work that will be coming home in his or her backpack occasionally.) 

 

Another way you will be able to see how your child is doing this school year is through their 
Unit Assessments that will be sent home for a parent/guardian to sign. At the end of each unit of 
study, the Mathety Math Mathematicians will be completing a Unit Assessment as a way to check 
in to see which concepts they understand well and which ideas they could continue working on 
at home. I will guide the mathematicians through their individual work on these assessments 
during class time and have them correct any problems they may have miscalculated.  Your 
child’s Unit Assessment as well as their corrected answers, which will be on a sheet of paper 



stapled to the front of the assessment, will then be sent home so you are able to see how your 
child is grasping the math concepts we are discussing in class.  I will ask you to look over your 
child’s Unit Assessment, sign it, and then send it back into school with your mathematician so I am 
able to keep his or her work on file. The first Unit Assessment will be coming home with your child 
this week, so make sure to keep an eye out for it. J  

  

Will my mathematician have computations to complete at home? 
 

Other than completing any classwork they are unable to finish at school, I do not have any 
“assigned homework” for the Mathety Math Mathematicians. However, that does not mean your 
mathematician cannot be practicing his or her math skills at home! Throughout the year, I will be 
sharing ideas of how students can practice their math skills at home through e-mail and on the 
Mathey Math Mathematicians Web Page.  

 

Additionally, the school district is currently working on launching its partnership with Exact 
Path, a web-based tool that will be available to all elementary math students. I will be working on 
making our class roster this upcoming week of school and will contact you all when it is ready for 
your child’s use. You should have received information from your child’s homeroom teacher 
earlier this school year about this personalized “math path” based on MAP Assessment scores, but 
more information can be found at the following link: http://www.edmentum.com/resources/ 
videos/edmentums-individualized-learning-solution. We will not be using this tool regularly in Room 
220, but the Mathety Math Mathematicians can work on their own “math path” at their own 
leisure. Your child will also have access to his or her IXL account until the end of December. 
Starting this week, I will post different IXL skills your child can work on at home for extra practice. 

 

What should I do if I ever have a question about my mathematician? 
 

 If you ever have a question about your child’s mathematics instruction or performance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I am always just an e-mail away at jlg31@scasd.org. 
 
 I know this was a long-winded edition of the Mathety Math Mathematicians Magazine, but 
you have made it through! As your reward, I promise I will never send anything as lengthy as this 
for the remainder of the school year. J I appreciate you taking the time to read about math in 
Room 220 this school year, and I want to express again how excited I am to work with your child. 
Please know I am just an e-mail away if you ever have any questions whatsoever. 
 

Take care, 
Miss Jamie Glass 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clip Art Courtesy of TeacherTube 

http://www.teachertube.com/math/5th-grade 


